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THE  GENERAL  ASSISTANCE  JOBS  PROGRAM 


The  Public  Aid  Code,  State  of  Illinois,  requires 
unemployed  General  Assistance  individuals  to 
register  for  work,  to  seek  work,  to  accept  jobs, 
and  to  participate  in  work  programs  as  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  eligibility  for  assistance. 

The  General  Assistance  Jobs  Program  is 
administered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Aid. 
The  program  provides  employment  services  to 
General  Assistance  applicants  and  recipients 
residing  in  the  City  of  Chicago  who  are  re¬ 
quired  to  register  and  participate  in  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  General  Assistance  Jobs  Program  con¬ 
sists  of  the  following  phases: 


1.  Job  Placement 

After  you  have  registered  with  the  General 
Assistance  Jobs  Program  and  after  your  appli¬ 
cation  for  General  Assistance  is  approved,  you 
will  be  provided  employment  services  up  to 
sixty  (60)  days  by  a  Job  Placement  Unit. 


2.  Work  Assignment 

If  you  remain  unemployed  after  a  period  with 
the  Job  Placement  Unit,  you  will  be  referred  to 
the  Work  Assignment  Unit.  The  Work  Assign¬ 
ment  Unit  will  refer  you  to  a  public  or  not-for- 
profit  organization  to  perform  work  for  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  forty  (40)  hours  monthly.  You  must 
perform  this  work,  without  pay,  in  order  to 
receive  a  General  Assistance  grant.  The  Work 
Assignment  Unit  will  provide  employment 
services  while  you  continue  to  look  for  a  job. 


An  Individual  Exempt  From  Registration  and 

Participation: 

•  Is  a  child  under  16  years  of  age. 

•  Is  a  child  16  or  17  years  of  age  In  full-time 
school  attendance. 

•  Is  medically  unable  to  work. 

•  Is  65  years  of  age  or  over. 

•  Is  needed  at  home  full-time  to  take  care  of 
another  member  of  the  household. 

•  Has  a  child  under  6  years  of  age  in  the  home 
for  whom  you  must  provide  care. 

•  Is  employed  full-time  (100  hours  a  month 
or  more). 


COOPERATION 

A  General  Assistance  client  must: 

•  Register  with  the  GA  Jobs  Program. 

•  Keep  all  appointments. 

•  Search  for  work. 

•  Accept  a  job  referral  or  offer. 

•  Report  a  change  of  address 
to  the  GA  Jobs  Program. 

•  Report  when  he/she  finds  a  job. 


Applicants:  Failure  to  cooperate  with  the  GA 
Jobs  Program  will  result  in  the  denial  of  assis¬ 
tance. 
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Recipients:  Failure  to  cooperate  with  the  GA 
Jobs  Program  will  result  in  the  cancellation  of 
assistance,  and  you  will  be  ineligible  to  receive 
General  Assistance  for  a  period  of  two  (2)  pay¬ 
ment  months. 


Services  Provided  by  the  General  Assistance 
Jobs  Program: 

•  Assess  and  review  your  employment  poten¬ 
tial. 

•  refer  you  to  suitable  and  available  jobs. 

•  provide  you  with  carfare  for  transportation 
in  order  for  you  to  search  for  a  job,  go  to  a 
job  referral,  or  participate  in  your  work 
assignment. 

•  review  with  you  and  teach  you  how  to  find 
a  job  and  get  hired. 

•  evaluate  you  for  referral  to  training  or  edu¬ 
cation  programs. 

•  provide  you  with  needed  initial  employment 
expenses  if  you  find  a  job. 

RIGHT  OF  APPEAL 

Any  applicant  or  recipient  of  General  Assis¬ 
tance  has  the  right  to  appeal  the  Department  of 
Public  Aid’s  decision  to  deny,  reduce  or  dis¬ 
continue  the  General  Assistance.  The  indivi¬ 
dual  or  the  representative  must  exercise  the 
right  of  appeal  within  sixty  (60)  days  after  the 
decision  of  the  local  office  or  the  General 
Assistance  Jobs  Program  office.  Refer  to  the 
Department’s  brochure  The  Right  to  Appeal 
and  to  Receive  a  Fair  Hearing  (DPA  377)  avail¬ 
able  at  the  local  public  aid  office. 
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The  Illinois  Departmeht  of  Public  Aid  does  not  discriminate  in  admission  to,  or 
treatment  or  employment  in  programs  or  activities  in  compliance  with  the  Illinois 
Human  Rights  Act,  the  Illinois  Constitution,  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Act,  Section 
504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act,  as  amended,  and  the  U.S.  Constitution. 
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